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f The present history of the Contact Division, Office of Operatlons,

e Thrge yiacipal Sewacel, kst .cs R ﬁu 17 o1

is drawn Hrvery—ange paas—Epem material supplied by t
A A A

he D1v151on itself.

This mebemisd is in the form of two voluminous histcrical studies prepared

25X1A
in 1952 and 19%L b_ an officer of the Contact Division,
and—forms onre—of—the—threepiinsipat—sorrces—oi—1the -PRe5oRL—rorln w’ritten)

a.s_-they—ha%—beeﬁ from the vantage-point of long experience with the work

of the Contact Division, these studies are absclutely essential to any
z 4 wﬁe.c,

understanding of its mission and its opemadiaen. Their contents reveal a

wide and accurate knowledge of the Division's histcry since 1946 and have

been invaluable in the preparation of the present work. Witheuwt—the~

The Ccntact Division, it is understood, has from the

beginning made a special effort to maintairb an accurate historical record’

—— —

eg
( for its own purposes,'\‘ of its activities. This effort as—worthy—ot the

highest commendation, not only because it has enormously facilitated the

work of the Historical Staff, but also because it reveals a true understanding
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bayipng a very ubiditarian

(/m ,“,é,& ogt assess aud
M the knowle e of the past tgt improve

present and future activities.
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The second major, source for the present study is the book written during
25X1A

1951-1953 by m The Central Intellirence Agency, an

25X1A

Instrument of Government, 19.0-1950. Whereas -works @ry prcperla

are histories of one office within the Central Intellicence Agency and thusl

auaflens

emphasize those #hings which most closely relate to Contact Divisions own
25X1A

activities and problems,_work is primarily the history of the

gawd

oversiipretmiemedmbhe development of a nationsl intellisence service ——In—-=

Henefare a‘:»ueces.ci{y Subondiases aualysis f

the immediate protlems of individual offices,sreof

JeMM

necessity subordinated t@discussion of the man%problems attendant

upon the attempt to estallish an activity ei-eemtradeiniel ligenoe—amonei,.
J"‘l 0y A

ccmpletely nevj in American history.

=% Comulung
odheld Historical btaff.zls M

Since thefpresent effort

<Qubiming- the history of the idea of central intelligence with that of the
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individual components of the Central Intellisence Agency, _

work has been utilized where appropriate. The material drawn from his
book deals chiefly with the events of the summer and fall of 1946, when
there was so much discussion of how domestic collection of foreisn intelligence

information was to be or:»am.zedi and w1th the events leading up to NSCID 7.
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